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increase transparency and provide intellec-
tual property protection and strengthen the 
enforcement of the rule of law. 

These reforms have taken great conviction. 
And earlier this month, our two nations 
signed a bilateral agreement that will estab-
lish the terms of trade between our nations 
when Ukraine join the World Trade Organi-
zation. We support Ukraine’s goal of joining 
the WTO, and we will help resolve the re-
maining steps required for entry as quickly 
as possible. As the Ukrainian Government 
continues to build on a record of progress 
at home, we will help Ukraine join the insti-
tutions that unite free nations and become 
a part of Europe that is whole, free, and at 
peace. 

The growth of economic freedom and 
ownership in countries like the Ukraine rein-
forces the habits of liberty and democracy 
and gives citizens a stake in the success of 
their nation. Ukranian people have shown 
the world they are committed to the ideals 
of economic freedom and democratic 
progress and open trade, and that gives them 
a promising future. 

The United States is proud to call Ukraine 
a friend, and I’m honored to sign this impor-
tant piece of legislation into law. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Oleh Shamshur. 
H.R. 1053, approved March 23, was assigned Pub-
lic Law No. 109–205. 

Proclamation 7990—Small Business 
Week, 2006 
March 23, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The entrepreneurial spirit of America is 

robust and strong, and small businesses are 
thriving throughout our great Nation. The 
opportunity to own a business is an important 
part of the American dream. During Small 
Business Week, we celebrate small business 
owners and employees who are willing to 

take risks and work hard in pursuit of a better 
life for themselves and their families. 

Our economy has created almost 5 million 
jobs since August 2003. Small businesses cre-
ate most new jobs in our country, and small 
businesses have been a driving force behind 
America’s tremendous economic growth and 
job creation. By adopting sound economic 
policies that help small businesses continue 
to grow and expand, we will keep our econ-
omy moving forward and create more jobs 
for American workers. 

My Administration remains committed to 
fostering an environment where innovation 
succeeds and small businesses can flourish. 
We are working with the Congress to make 
the tax relief permanent and to pass Associa-
tion Health Plans to allow small businesses 
to join together and buy insurance at the 
same discounts big businesses receive. We 
are encouraging small business owners and 
employees to consider health savings ac-
counts, which help small businesses provide 
health insurance for their workers and give 
consumers greater flexibility in how they 
spend their dollars. We also are continuing 
to work to open new markets for American 
products and services abroad. Putting a stop 
to the frivolous lawsuits that drive up the cost 
of doing business will further help small busi-
nesses enhance the quality of life for their 
employees and their communities. 

During Small Business Week, and 
throughout the year, we applaud the men 
and women who own and operate small busi-
nesses and spur economic growth. Through 
their entrepreneurial spirit and commitment 
to excellence, they help ensure that America 
remains a place where dreams are realized. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 9 through 
April 15, 2006, as Small Business Week. I 
call upon the people of the United States to 
observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs that cele-
brate the achievements of small business 
owners and their employees and encourage 
the development of new small businesses. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of March, in 
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the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., March 27, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 28. 

Memorandum on the National Flood 
Insurance Program 
March 23, 2006 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Homeland Security 

Subject: National Flood Insurance Program 
Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 

the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including 42 U.S.C. 4016, I have re-
viewed and hereby approve your request to 
issue notes to the Secretary of the Treasury 
in excess of $18.5 billion, but not to exceed 
$20.775 billion, for the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks at a Celebration of Greek 
Independence Day 
March 24, 2006 

Thank you. Welcome. Your Eminence, 
thank you for your kind words. You’re a phi-
losopher; you’re a wise person; you’re an in-
credibly compassionate soul; and I’m proud 
to call you friend. Thank you for being here. 

Thank you for inviting me to help cele-
brate the 185th anniversary of Greek Inde-
pendence. America is a better country be-
cause of Greek Americans. It’s something 
about the passion, the verve for life, the will-
ingness to serve. I am blessed by having 
Greek Americans in my administration, two 
of the most important of whom have joined 
us, Your Eminence: John Negroponte, the 
Director of the National Intelligence, and the 
Homeland Security Adviser, Frances Fragos 
Townsend. 

Madame Foreign Minister, we are thrilled 
to have you here. Thank you for coming. Let 

me just say this, that it is a wise government 
who relies upon the judgment and advice of 
a woman as a Foreign Minister or Secretary 
of State. [Laughter] And I look forward to 
sharing our visit with my mother and dad, 
who are close to the Minister. And I know 
they’re going to be thrilled to know that 
you’re strong and optimistic in serving your 
great country with class and dignity. 

Mr. Ambassador, thank you as well. Appre-
ciate—good to see you, sir. I appreciate 
Christos Folias, who is the Deputy Minister 
of Economy for Greece. Welcome, sir. It’s 
good to see you. 

I am really pleased that Senator Paul Sar-
banes is with us today. He has served with 
great distinction in the United States Senate. 
He has decided to move on to other ventures, 
and the State of Maryland will miss his lead-
ership. Proud you’re here, sir. 

I want to thank those who wear the Na-
tion’s uniform. Your Eminence, as you know, 
ours is a remarkable country, where people 
are willing to volunteer to serve our country 
in times of war. And our Nation is blessed 
to have men and women who, in the face 
of danger, say, ‘‘I want to help.’’ So thanks 
for coming. More importantly, thanks for 
serving. I know you share the same feeling 
I share, that it is an honor to serve the United 
States of America. 

I want to thank the other Greek Ameri-
cans, leaders, and folks who are here. Thanks 
for coming. Thanks for traveling long dis-
tances to be here in Washington. 

We honor Greek Independence Day be-
cause of the values we share. That’s why it’s 
a comfortable event. That’s why it’s an im-
portant event, Your Eminence. The ancient 
Athenians gave birth to democracy. They en-
trusted their citizens with the power to gov-
ern. That’s a powerful concept. It wasn’t al-
ways that way. In some parts of the world, 
it still isn’t that way. But nevertheless, it is 
a universal concept, started by the Athenians. 

We respect the philosophy that grew out 
of Greece that honored and respected 
human dignity and human rights and, as you 
said, Your Eminence, the belief that there 
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